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1. Response journal
	Notes from Text 
	My Response

	“He’s in for a jolt”
	On page 12, in this line, Judith makes Lind aware of his father and his traits of being bullying and want to conquer and control everyone under his rule.

	
“………. working usually until the light faded”
	 On page 44. This means that Lind worked for long hours till the late evening after sunset.

	“On a morning ringing with the bird's songs”
	This means that it was early morning and you could hear the birds chirp

	“…. had let them search his pockets and keep all the silver they found there”
	it means that he let them search his pockets and take any coin of money that they found.

	“…. although her heart was heavy with other things”
	On Page 128. This just means she was troubled and had so many things to solve and sort out.

	“Surely no harm could come of it, they go off for an afternoon. Judie has so little pleasure and she works so hard.”
	Amelia lied to Ellen about the whereabout of Judith and Lind and she knew very well that they had gone to visit Mark Jordan.

	“The air was cool and clear, admirable for hard labor”
	This means that the weather that day favored hard labor







2. Vocabulary: “Expand your vocabulary Bookmark” Bookmark
	Wild Geese

Chapter 1-7 Vocabulary Bookmark


	
Word or Phrase: Pantry
Page: 11
Definition: storeroom (food store) 

	Word or Phrase: Scowl
Page: 45
Definition: glare

	Word or Phrase: Jutting
Page: 53
Definition: Protruding

	Word or Phrase: Glimpse 
Page: 88
Definition: Brief look

	Word or Phrase: Errand
Page: 132
Definition: task

	Word or Phrase: conciliatory
Page: 142
Definition: Appeasing 












Assignment Chapter 1-7
1. Describe each of the Gare children. Identify key personality or character traits for each with quotations and page numbers from the novel to support your answer.
a. Martin Gare 
Hardworking – On page 10, “He had cleaned the stable so thoroughly that it looked unnatural.” This tells us how perfectly he had cleaned the stable beyond perfection.
· On page 17, we are told that after finishing supper he went to finish milking the cow. This point shows how hardworking he was on the farm.
Self-driven – On page 47, “He is off doing things without being driven,” this tells the character trait of Martin of doing tasks automatically without being pushed.
b. Judith Gare
Fierce – On Page 11. However much her sister gave her a reproaching eye when she wanted to give Lind food, she went ahead to bring her food knowing very much how his bullying father would react vigorously when he had about the story.
c. Ellen Gare
Committed and Loyal – she is committed and loyal to his father that she would dispute anything that somebody would do that is against his father’s will. On page 11, she gives Judith reproaching eyes when she gives Lind food and is fast to tell him that her father is always against such things before Judith interrupts her.
d. Charlie 
Obedient- However, his father pampered him, he still affords to work e.g. after the meal they he went out together with Martin to finish milking the cow (Page 17)
2. Describe Caleb Gare and what is important to him. To what lengths does he go to get what he wants? Give at least 4 specific examples.
Caleb is one of the richest farmers in the area. He is a very strict man and uses blackmails to drive people into selling him their lands and also to rule and control people. The greatest and most valuable thing to him is his flax field which he cherishes so much. He loves a lot of wealth and land (farms) which he can do anything in order to get. He also loves power and does everything possible to keep him the head of the house and his children.
He uses blackmails as a strategy to force people into selling him their possessions to make him wealthier and keep his power alive. 
	Instances
i. He uses blackmail to force Thorvald Thorvaldson to sell him part of his land
ii. He blackmails Fusi Aronson about his brother’s death in order to force him into selling him part of his land.
iii. To protect his power and control he threatens, he threatens to hurt Amelia with an unknown secret.
iv. He plans to buy Martin new nets – to do anything during the freeze-up. He does this to prevent Bjarnasson family from hogging the whole lake.
3.  Why do the children stay on the farm under the tyrannical presence of their father?
This is because their father has restricted from moving out of the farm and he has put into control strict rules which only allows them to work within the farm. He allows nobody to come in the farm and nobody is allowed to move out, not even to Sandbo’s farm which is just two miles away. The kids abide by the rules just to protect their mother and avoid quarrels and fights with their father.
Their father also refused to employ workers because he wants them to have more work to do so that they do not have the time of thinking critically about how they might talk of freedom or even try to seek for freedom since they are always tied up with work.

4. Describe Amelia Gare. Who is Mark Jordan? To what lengths will she go to protect Mark Jordan?
Amelia Gare is Caleb’s wife. She fears her husband a lot and allows him to control her through the blackmails that he threatens to reveal. Mark Jordan is his child to which she got out of wedlock before marrying Caleb, and this is the reason Caleb uses to blackmail her.
Amelia was forced to be cruel and to hold a strong hand over her children to prevent any rebellion. She did this to make sure Caleb does not reveal the secret about Mark Jordan. She also prevents Mark Jordan from coming to their farm by telling Lind never to bring him home.


5. Who is Bart Nugent and what is his importance to the novel?
He is a stable owner in the City and through him is how Caleb keeps tracks of Mark Jordan to threaten and blackmail Amelia.
He comes in as an important character in that he brings a conflict, “Mark Jordan” to which Caleb uses on his advantage to continue his oppressive and dictatorial rule. Was it not for Bart Nugent, Caleb would not have anything against Amelia, this would mean that his power would have declined and he would have that total rule over his family like he did?
6. In what ways has Caleb blackmailed his neighbors?
He blackmails Fusi about his brother’s death and put the claims on him. This makes him sell him part of his land.
He blackmails Thorvald with the fact of eating fish from Bjarsson’s lake, this gives Thorvald the reasons to give in since he does not want to face the consequences.
7.   In what ways is Caleb shown to be a “spiritual counterpart of the land” (35) and a “symbol of the land” (92)
The fact that he does anything to get somebody trapped or blackmails people in order for him to acquire their land. This means that he can do everything possible to get land. This shows how deeply he loved the wealth being received from the land.

8. Discuss the symbolism of the wild geese throughout Chapters 1 – 7. Give quotations to support your answer.
The Wild geese symbolize two things:
	Firstly, it symbolizes loneliness which wild geese feel where they are separated from others or their original place, on page 13, we are told that “the high romance which had attended her setting out for this isolated spot in the North country was woefully deserting herself,” this show how Lind felt so lonely after moving from where she was to this new environment. 
	Secondly, is symbolizes isolation which wild geese feel when moved away from other geese, on page 45, we are also told that “Day in Day out, not a soul came to the Gare farm and not a soul left,” this shows how the family members of Mr. Gare felt very lonely in the farm without new adventures and new company. This shows how they were isolated from the outside world and people.
9. Who is Malcolm? What is his significance to the novel?
Malcolm is the boy that Ellen Gare falls in love with, he was once a hired employee of Caleb.
He is used to showing how Ellen was really committed and loyal to his father to a point she sacrificed her relationship with Malcolm.
10. “Life was smothering, overwhelming her, like a pillow pressed against her face. Like a feather tick pinning down her body.” (61). Give examples of this oppression from Judith’s life.
i. When Sven wanted to marry her and free her, her father refused to let her go because she wanted her to work for him. He also blackmailed Amelia to prevent Judith from going.
ii. After Judith hit him with an ax, he took that as an advantage and blackmailed her in order for her to work for him forever in the farm and she could do nothing but to obey his orders.
iii. Caleb did not even give her a chance to think instead, he gave her so many works on the farm to do minus time to rest.
11.  Quote to prove Caleb’s jealousy over Amelia’s love for Mark Jordan’s father. What is significant about this feeling?
“Amelia had loved the boy’s father he knew”
This shows Caleb’s jealousy over Jordan who had taken Amelia’s heart with him to the grave.

12. Mark and Lind have an intellectual conversation about farmers and their connection with the land which is a common theme in Canadian Literature. Summarize this conversation on page 93
Mark and Lind's discussion was about the farmers and how they loved their farms and were determined to give their best to bring out the good harvest. This shows how they were ready to sacrifice their lives in order to just get got produce from their farms. They also talked about how some farmers were greedy and had a high affinity for land that they did everything to acquire lands.



 








